50               SPIRITUAL VOICES

young man of twenty summers, a member of a
home in needy circumstances. His father, who
had been a drunken spendthrift, is dead; his
mother, a fooEsh, fond, garrulous scold, loves the
youth but has never disciplined him. Mother and
son appear together in the opening scene, and
Peer is talking. He is a great talker. Never
were such adventures as those he recounts. He
has ridden upon the back of a reindeer which
leapt with its rider down thousands of feet into
a lake. He tells these wild stories because he
is bent upon eluding the consequences of his
slackness. For six weeks in the busiest season
of the year he has been idling on the mountain
and now he would escape his mother's biting
tongue. " It's a terrible thing to look fate in the
eyes/5 said Ase. That is exactly what her son
will not do. He is by no means wholly bad.
In certain moods he might have proved a con-
genial companion, for in youth a love of pleasure
and an aversion to anything difficult are by no
means infrequent nor do they make for social
ostracism. But the refusal to look fate in the
face and deal honestly with oneself, unless it is
overcome, leads inevitably to ruin.